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EMBARGOED UNTIL 10:00AM ET, DECEMBER 27, 2018 

A SEASON’S GREETINGS ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 
LAND ROVER: ALL-NEW LAND ROVER DEFENDER 
WILL BE FOR SALE IN U.S. AND CANADA STARTING 
IN 2020; DEBUT COMING IN 2019 

- Testing of Camouflaged Prototypes On-/Off-Road Begins January 2019 in 
North America 

- Next Generation Defender Will Be Revealed in 2019 and Available from 
2020 

 

Mahwah, New Jersey (December 27, 2018) – Land Rover North America 
today announced something to celebrate in the New Year, the next-
generation Land Rover Defender will be offered for sale in both the U.S. and 
Canada, starting in 2020. 
 
Testing of the new vehicle is already underway around the world with the 
first development mules and prototypes reaching North American shores 
earlier this month. Testing on the continent provides valuable data to 
engineers given the wide variety of terrain and surfaces available in 
America. Engineers will subject the vehicle to rigorous test extremes to 
make sure the new Defender is the most off-road capable Land Rover 
vehicle ever; operating in temperatures from -40F to +120F while driving the 
test vehicles on- and off-road at altitudes of more than 13,000 feet above 
sea level.  
 
“There are a handful of automobiles that are beloved around the world and 
stand for a brand, a country and a distinct way of life. The Land Rover 
Defender is such a singular vehicle," said Kim McCullough, Vice President of 
Marketing for Jaguar Land Rover North America. "On behalf of Land Rover 
and our retailers, we are proud to announce the voices of American and 
Canadian customers has been heard: The all new Defender will be for sale 
here starting in 2020. This announcement is a holiday gift to our Defender 
fans in North America and a hint of what’s to come in the New Year.” 
    
Series Land Rover vehicles have garnered a cult-like following for both their 
iconic design and reputation for rugged go-anywhere utility, making them 
among the world’s most capable off-road vehicles. In the time since they 
were sold in the U.S. and Canada, “NAS-Spec” Defender vehicles have 
appreciated in value significantly and are widely sought after as collectors’ 
items for both off-road enthusiasts and those who appreciate the design 
aesthetic of the vehicle.  
 
The Series Land Rover vehicles haven’t changed much since the idea for 
the first model was dreamed up shortly after World War II by the Wilks 
brothers on the shores of Red Wharf Bay, Wales, more than 70 years ago. 
With each successive design – from the Series 1, 2, and 3 Land Rover 
vehicles, to the later “Defender” branded vehicles – changes were largely 
evolutionary, rather than revolutionary.  
 
Even the design of the previous generation Defender remained largely 
unchanged for the 33 years it was produced. Instantly recognizable by its 
rugged squared-off exterior, round headlights and signature rear-mounted 
spare tire, the Defender and all Series Land Rover vehicles have been 
lauded the world over; driven by farmers, military and police, celebrities, and 
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even royalty. By one measure, it’s estimated that a Series Land Rover was the first automobile many of 
the world’s population ever saw in person. 
 
With an all-new exterior and interior design, as well as a suite of the latest driver assistance and 
connectivity features available, the next-generation Defender will be a revolutionary product for Land 
Rover with even broader public appeal. When it debuts in 2019, the new model will represent 70 years 
of innovation and improvement in just one model year; honoring the model’s history for rugged durability, 
while thoroughly remaining a Defender for the 21st century.  
 
All will be revealed in 2019. 
 
To register your interest and receive updates on the new Defender, please visit 
www.LandRoverUSA.com. 
 

#  #  # 

 
About Land Rover  
Founded in 1948, Land Rover designs, engineers, and manufactures its vehicles in the United Kingdom. For almost 
70 years the brand has built a reputation for providing its clientele with some of the most luxurious and capable 
vehicles in the world; whether driving through the heart of the city or traversing the countryside on- and off-road. 
Today's Land Rover lineup includes the Discovery and Discovery Sport; Range Rover, Range Rover Sport, Range 
Rover Velar and Range Rover Evoque. Land Rover is fully engaged with sustainability initiatives and social 
concerns with continuous involvement in environmental and community programs. For more information, visit the 
official Land Rover website at www.landroverusa.com. 
 
 
About Jaguar Land Rover 
Jaguar Land Rover is the UK’s largest automotive manufacturer, built around two iconic British car brands: Land 
Rover, the world’s leading manufacturer of premium all-wheel-drive vehicles; and Jaguar, one of the world’s premier 
luxury sports sedan and sports car brands. 
 
At Jaguar Land Rover, we are driven by a desire to deliver class-leading vehicles, which will provide experiences 
our customers will love, for life. Our products are in demand around the globe. In 2017/18 Jaguar Land Rover sold 
614,309 vehicles in 129 countries, with more than 80 percent of our vehicles being sold abroad.   
 
We support around 260,000 people through our retailer network, suppliers and local businesses. Manufacturing is 
centered in the UK, with additional plants in China, Brazil, Austria and Slovakia.  
 
Our innovation is continuous: we will spend in the region of £4 billion this year on new product creation and capital 
expenditure.  
  
From 2020 all new Jaguar Land Rover vehicles will be electrified, giving our customers even more choice. We will 
introduce a portfolio of electrified products across our model range, embracing fully electric, plug-in hybrid and mild 
hybrid vehicles as well as continuing to offer the latest diesel and gasoline engines. 
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