
                       

  

UNDER EMBARGO: 20 MAY 2020, 00:01 BST 

FIRST RANGE ROVER MADE UNDER SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES  
COMES OFF JAGUAR LAND ROVER’S SOLIHULL PRODUCTION LINE   

 

• First Range Rover manufactured under new social distancing measures to 

protect the health and wellbeing of Jaguar Land Rover employees   

• Robust protocol and guidelines in place across the company to ensure effective 
social distancing, hygiene and health monitoring   

• Employees encouraged to ‘Stay safe. Be Kind. Stay Well.’   

 
Solihull, UK, Wednesday 20th May 2020 – Today, the first Range Rover made under 
new social distancing measures drove off the production line at Jaguar Land Rover’s 
manufacturing plant in Solihull, following the recent temporary pause in production due 

to the coronavirus pandemic.   
 

Effective social distancing, hygiene and health monitoring measures are in place 
following an extensive review of all production lines, engineering facilities, office areas 
and communal spaces as the company starts a phased return to manufacturing.   

 

Employees’ health and wellbeing are at the centre of this plan and, with the 
implementation of the new protocol, staff will experience a significant number of 
changes to their working day from the moment they enter the site.   
 

Measures include temperature checks with thermal cameras, a two-metre distance 
between people wherever possible, Personal Protective Equipment where that is not the 

case, the introduction of one-way systems and enhanced cleaning at the plants. In 
addition, Jaguar Land Rover is offering every employee a reusable face visor made 

by the company.   
 
Grant McPherson, Jaguar Land Rover Executive Director, Manufacturing, 
said: “Seeing the first Range Rover come off our line today is a defining moment 

for Jaguar Land Rover, for all of us who work for the company and the many 
businesses in our supply chain. It marks the end of our temporary shutdown 
and signals the beginning of a return to normality. But, of course, this is a new 
normal.   

 
“People will be experiencing many emotions, ranging from worry about hygiene 
to relief at being able to return to work and excitement at seeing colleagues 
again. The health and wellbeing of our employees has been our primary concern 

in the build-up to this point. Throughout the coming months, I know that as a 
team we will do all we can to ‘Stay safe. Be kind. Stay well’.”   
 
In addition to new measures onsite, colleagues will be asked to take additional actions 

before returning to work. These include completing an online clinical questionnaire, 
signing up to a health and wellbeing charter, and monitoring their temperature at home 
before each shift.   
 



                       

Dr Steve Iley, Jaguar Land Rover’s Chief Medical Officer, said: “We have been going 
through unprecedented times and my thoughts are with everyone who has been 
impacted by COVID-19, as well as with the healthcare professionals, whose role 
fighting coronavirus is appreciated around the world.   
 

“Clearly the health, safety and wellbeing of the Jaguar Land Rover family is our 
primary concern. We have developed the most effective protocol and guidelines 
so that our people feel reassured about coming back to the workplace.   
 

“Our measures are based on extensive medical and operational review, 
including lessons learned from our teams in China and Slovakia. We continue 
to monitor the COVID-19 situation, following the guidance of all relevant 
authorities in the markets in which we operate, and will adapt quickly as that 

guidance changes.”   
 
Des Quinn, Unite the Union National Officer, added: "We are satisfied that Jaguar 
Land Rover has not only implemented government guidance but has gone 

above and beyond to satisfy and ensure as many safe systems as possible are 
in place from the minute employees arrive to the minute they leave work."   
 
Production of Jaguar and Land Rover vehicles has also resumed this week at Nitra 

(Slovakia) and Graz (Austria). Last week the team at the Engine Manufacturing Centre 
in Wolverhampton (UK) began building Ingenium engines again to enable the gradual 
return to vehicle production. Manufacturing will resume at Halewood (UK) on 8 June, 
starting with one shift. Small pockets of business-critical activity are taking place at 

Castle Bromwich as Jaguar Land Rover prepares for new model year introductions.  

 
The company’s joint-venture plant in Changshu (China) has been operational since 
the middle of February as vehicle sales recover there and customers return to 

showrooms following the easing of the lockdown.  
  
As countries are relaxing distancing guidelines and retailers are reopening around the 
world, the restart of production at the company’s other plants will be confirmed in due 

course.     

 
Ends  

 

Notes to editors 

 

• The Solihull plant is 300 acres or 1,214,100m² (size of a small town) and 
has six Build Halls (2 x Trim & Final, 1x Paint, 2 x Body in White, 1 x Press), each 

with individual requirements and processes that had to be considered before robust 
social distancing measures could be implemented.  

• For example, in some areas of the assembly line, such as In Process Testing, the 
normal working practices allow 2m distance between individuals. However, in other 

areas such as bumper installation, it is not possible to achieve the 2m distance due 
to the nature of the task involved. At these stations, employees receive the 
appropriate level of Personal Protective Equipment to complete that stage of the 
manufacturing process.  



                       

• In the assembly halls, associates carry out over 800 different jobs, fitting on 
average 2,800 components to each vehicle. 

• Approximately 2,500 employees are on site from this week. 

• Over a thousand signs have been put up, reminding staff about social distancing   

• One-way systems have been introduced around the 300-acre site.  

• 20 thermal imaging cameras on site can read a person’s temperature almost 
instantaneously.  

• Hundreds of litres of bespoke hand sanitiser have been produced at the Solihull 

factory, following WHO guidelines.  Pocket-sized bottles will be given to everyone 
as they return to work (Solihull and EMC).  

 

About Jaguar Land Rover 

 

Jaguar Land Rover is the UK’s largest automotive manufacturer, built around two 
iconic British car brands. Land Rover is the world’s leading manufacturer of premium 
all-wheel-drive vehicles. Jaguar is one of the world’s premier luxury marques, as well 
as being the first ever brand to offer a premium all-electric performance SUV, the 

Jaguar I-PACE. 
 
At Jaguar Land Rover we are driven by a desire to deliver class-leading vehicles, 
providing experiences people love, for life. Our products are in demand around the 

globe and in 2019 we sold 557,706 vehicles in 127 countries. 
 
At heart we are a British company, with two major design and engineering sites, three 
vehicle manufacturing facilities, an Engine Manufacturing Centre and soon to be 

opened Battery Assembly Centre. We also have vehicle plants in China, Brazil, India, 
Austria and Slovakia. Three of our seven technology hubs are in the UK – Manchester, 
Warwick (NAIC) and London – with additional sites in Shannon, Ireland, Portland, 
USA, Budapest, Hungary and Changshu, China.  

 
We have a growing portfolio of electrified products across our model range, embracing 
fully electric, plug-in hybrid and mild-hybrid vehicles, as well as continuing to offer the 
latest diesel and petrol engines, giving our customers even more choice.  

 
We are confident that our comprehensive strategy, exciting pipeline of market-leading 
vehicles and innovative approach to technology and mobility will see us continue to 
progress towards Destination Zero, our mission to shape future mobility with zero 

emissions, zero accidents and zero congestion. 
  

 
Jaguar Land Rover social channel: 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/jlr_news?lang=en @JLR_News 

 

For more information visit www.media.jaguarlandrover.com or contact: 

Joan Chesney (jchesney@jaguarlandrover.com; +44 (0) 7467 448229 

Lisa Palmer (lpalmer1@jaguarlandrover.com: +44 (0) 7557 540611 
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