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MEDIA INFORMATION

ALL FOR A GOOD CLAUS: LAND ROVER BUILDS COMPACT CHRISTMAS CABIN FOR SANTA

· Tiny ‘Christmas cabin’ fits in the back of compact Discovery Sport SUV
· Ingenious structure measures just 3.5m2 and can sleep two adults 
· Withstands freezing Lapland temperatures with minimal impact on environment 
· Tested by 12-times Everest climber Kenton Cool for Santa’s peace of mind


Top Secret Location, 8 December 2016: Santa's chilly grotto could be consigned to Christmas past thanks to Land Rover's engineers. They have created a cosy cabin that can be transported for a much-needed festive getaway – it fits inside a Land Rover Discovery Sport compact SUV.

The cleverly designed cabin has space for two adults to sleep snugly in North Pole temperatures as low as -20°C. It folds down to fit in the rear of Land Rover's top-selling Discovery Sport, so Santa could even fit it on his sleigh this Christmas.

Land Rover engineers carefully used every bit of the versatile Discovery Sport’s 1,698-litre rear load space to carry the wooden cabin’s components. Even the glove box, cup holders and door bins were filled with nuts, bolts and festive decorations fit for Santa himself. 

The Christmas cabin was tested in Land Rover’s own cold climate chamber, in which all Land Rovers are subjected to sub-freezing temperatures, by mountaineer and 12-times Everest climber Kenton Cool. It was then transported by Discovery Sport – not sleigh – to its final secret location in the heart of the frozen wilderness.

Kenton Cool said: “There is a growing trend for off-grid living and ‘wilderness cabins’ and only Land Rover could create a ‘go anywhere’ cabin like this. The design is cleverly engineered and incredibly robust, making it perfect for remote locations across the world.”

The Discovery Sport has been on sale for two years, and is Land Rover’s biggest-selling model, with more than 100,000 vehicles sold so far in 2016. Designed for active lifestyles, it features generous luggage capacity, innovative stowage solutions and configurable 5+2 seating. Land Rover prioritised head-, knee- and shoulder-room when designing the vehicle, ensuring excellent interior space in all derivatives thanks to a wheelbase of 2,741mm.

Helen Ali, Vehicle Package Team Leader, said: “We wanted to create a Christmas  cabin for Santa, in a truly Land Rover way. The spacious and versatile Discovery Sport was perfect for this project. The seats can be folded flat at the push of a button from the load space, which is wide and square and there are plenty of hidden storage spaces like the area under the front cup-holders. 

“Building a cabin that utilised all these features was a lot of fun. We could have built this in one of our bigger models, but we wanted to prove just how versatile the baby of the Discovery family truly is.”

Land Rover engineers made a virtual model of the cabin to get the most from every millimetre of space. Then they worked with specialist Danish architects LUMO to build it from sustainable materials. Designed to have a minimal impact on the environment, it rests on 212mm wooden struts that exactly match the Discovery Sport’s ride height.

The cabin shares several features with Discovery models, including an optional tailgate seat on the deck. The wide horizontal door opening is inspired by the vehicle’s full-length panoramic roof and provides epic landscape views. There’s a solar charger on the roof, while lights and a kettle can be connected to the Discovery Sport’s 12V power socket.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Land Rover packaging engineer Muhammed Malik helped design and build the cabin. He said: “Anything that wears the Land Rover badge has to be capable and versatile, with beautiful, simple design. Our cabin also had to be sustainable and easily transportable. We are used to working with VIP clients at Land Rover, but this was definitely one of the most unusual.”

Land Rover will be using the cabin over the next few years to support ongoing partnerships and upcoming events, and it will be making appearances through its network of Land Rover Experience centres.

ENDS

For further information log onto www.media.landrover.com or contact:
Carmel Digweed
Jaguar Land Rover Global Product PR 
Tel. +44 1926 694 320
Email: cdigwee1@jaguarlandrover.com


Editors’ Notes:
About Discovery Sport
· Since going on sale in 2014, Discovery Sport has become Land Rover’s biggest selling SUV, retailing more than 100,000 units since the beginning of 2016 alone
· The versatile and compact Discovery model features a 5+2 seating layout, has a 5* NCAP rating, a suite of off-road technologies and Land Rover’s latest InControl Touch Pro Infotainment system. CO2 emissions from 123g/km and up to 57.7mpg (4.9 l/100km) fuel economy
· Earlier this year, the Discovery Sport towed a 108-tonne train across a railway bridge
· Ahead of its launch, Discovery Sport prototypes covered approximately 750,000 miles in some of the world’s most challenging terrains and climates, including in Land Rover’s own cold-testing chamber, where this cabin was also tested
About Land Rover
Since 1948 Land Rover has been manufacturing authentic 4x4s that represent true ‘breadth of capability’ across the model range. Defender, Discovery, Discovery Sport, Range Rover Sport, Range Rover and Range Rover Evoque each define the world's SUV sectors, with 80 per cent of this model range exported to over 170 countries. 

About LUMO 
LUMO Arkitekter is a young international-oriented design studio focusing on innovative ideas, sustainable processes and eventful architecture. Led by Lars Sønderskov and Mads Lindstrøm, LUMO is grounded in a common desire to pursue what they believe in: Thinking outside the box and making room for the oblique incidence, experimental construction and the architectural solutions that surprise and staging undiscovered potential. LUMO Arkitekter strives for architectural edge that occurs in the dialogue between the Nordic architectural tradition and the global contemporary.
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