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MEDIA INFORMATION


 LAND ROVER CREATES RUGGED WILDERNESS CABIN DESIGNED FOR OFF-GRID ADVENTURES

· Land Rover reveals unique wilderness cabin designed to fit within a Discovery Sport compact SUV
· Durable and contemporary off-grid cabin has a floor plan of 3.5m2 and comfortably sleeps two adults 
· Tested using techniques usually applied to Land Rover SUVs, including cold chamber analysis at temperatures as low as -20°C
· Design inspired by Discovery Sport with compact SUV’s panoramic sunroof, versatile seating and USB charging sockets replicated in the cabin 
· Constructed using sustainably-sourced Danish pine, ply, and finished with ecologically-sourced Western Red Cedar shingles 

Scotland, 8 December 2016: Land Rover has applied the versatility, all-terrain capability and contemporary design principles of its Discovery Sport premium compact SUV to a one-off wilderness cabin concept. The rugged wooden shelter is small enough to fit inside the award-winning model, yet comfortably sleeps two adults.

Danish architectural practice LUMO worked with Land Rover’s packaging engineers to come up with a wilderness cabin that reflects Land Rover’s design principles and engineering integrity.

The one-off cabin withstood temperatures as low as -20°C in Land Rover’s cold weather testing chamber before being assembled at its remote location in Scotland. The cabin concept has a compact footprint of 3.5m2 and once disassembled, fits inside the smallest model in the Discovery family.

Land Rover engineers carefully scrutinised the Discovery Sport to ensure every available space was used. The generous 1,698-litre load space was filled with the cabin’s largest components, while even small stowage areas like the glove box, cup holders and door bins were used for smaller items.

The Discovery Sport has been on sale for two years, and is Land Rover’s biggest-selling model, with more than 100,000 vehicles sold so far in 2016. Designed for active lifestyles, it features generous luggage capacity, innovative stowage solutions and configurable 5+2 seating. Land Rover prioritised head-, knee- and shoulder-room when designing the vehicle, ensuring excellent interior space in all derivatives thanks to a wheelbase of 2,741mm.

Helen Ali, Vehicle Package Team Leader, said: “We wanted to create a unique and functional cabin in a truly Land Rover way. The spacious and versatile Discovery Sport was perfect for this project. When we engineered the compact SUV’s interior, we did it with the customer in mind; the seats all fold flat, the load space is wide and square and there are lots of hidden storage spaces – and we wanted the cabin to reflect this.”

Land Rover’s engineering team worked alongside specialist Danish architects LUMO to create the one-off design. Once the initial design process had been completed, the Land Rover team was able to model the cabin in the virtual world and view it inside Jaguar Land Rover’s 3D ‘Virtual Cave’ to ensure every millimetre of space was used.

The cabin’s trademark design takes its inspiration from the Discovery Sport’s panoramic roof. At one end, a tall opening window functions as a door where its full height orientation provides views up to the sky. At the other end a similar-sized opening is arranged horizontally, providing panoramic views of the horizon and an unusual trapezoidal floorplan. In this way, the cabin can be positioned to make the most of the views in any location.

Angular lines give the cabin a distinctive shape and despite its unusual silhouette, the cabin’s natural and sustainable materials ensure it blends into its surroundings. The floor and frame are constructed using Danish Pine, while the sides and roof are made from plywood manufactured from various hardwoods carrying the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) mark. The cladding uses ecologically-derived Western Red Cedar shingles, which lessen the cabin’s visual impact on its surroundings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mads Lindstrom, Partner at LUMO Arkitekter, said: “The cabin is robust in the sense of both its durability and its flexibility, which means it suits various locations and purposes - much like the Land Rover Discovery Sport which carries it. The cabin would be equally at home in the highlands of Scotland or a remote Scandinavian beach and, with no permanent foundations, its impact on the environment is minimal wherever it goes. The cabin’s precise angled shape and the dark shingles are a natural contrast to the warm wood and “hygge” of the interior.”

The wilderness cabin rests on three wooden struts 212mm above the ground, mirroring the ground clearance of the four-wheel drive Discovery Sport. This allows it to be installed on uneven surfaces without difficulty. It shares several common features with the Discovery Sport, including an optional tailgate seat on the front deck. Large door openings at each end of the cabin are inspired by the vehicle’s full-length panoramic roof and provide epic views of the surrounding landscape, while a solar charging panel in the roof allows visitors to charge smartphones or tablets despite being off-grid.

Before being installed in its rural Scottish location, the wilderness cabin was tested in Jaguar Land Rover’s cold chamber – where all Land Rovers are subjected to sub-zero temperatures as part of their development – by British mountaineer Kenton Cool. The 12-time conqueror of Everest said: “There is a growing trend for off-grid living and ‘wilderness cabins’ and only Land Rover could create a ‘go anywhere’ cabin like this. The design is cleverly engineered and incredibly robust, making it perfect for remote locations across the world.”

Land Rover will be using the cabin over the next few years to support ongoing partnerships and upcoming events, and it will be making appearances through its network of Land Rover Experience centres.	
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For further information log onto www.media.landrover.com or contact:
Carmel Digweed
Jaguar Land Rover Global Product PR 
Tel. +44 1926 694 320
Email: cdigwee1@jaguarlandrover.com

Editors’ Notes:
About Discovery Sport
· Since going on sale in 2014, Discovery Sport has become Land Rover’s biggest selling SUV, retailing more than 100,000 units since the beginning of 2016 alone
· The versatile and compact Discovery model features a 5+2 seating layout, has a 5* NCAP rating, a suite of off-road technologies and Land Rover’s latest InControl Touch Pro Infotainment system. CO2 emissions from 123g/km and up to 57.7mpg (4.9 l/100km) fuel economy
· Earlier this year, the Discovery Sport towed a 108-tonne train across a railway bridge
· Ahead of its launch, Discovery Sport prototypes covered approximately 750,000 miles in some of the world’s most challenging terrains and climates, including in Land Rover’s own cold-testing chamber, where this cabin was also tested
About Land Rover
Since 1948 Land Rover has been manufacturing authentic 4x4s that represent true ‘breadth of capability’ across the model range. Defender, Discovery, Discovery Sport, Range Rover Sport, Range Rover and Range Rover Evoque each define the world's 4x4 sectors, with 80 per cent of this model range exported to over 170 countries. 
About LUMO 
LUMO Arkitekter is a young international-oriented design studio focusing on innovative ideas, sustainable processes and eventful architecture. Led by Lars Sønderskov and Mads Lindstrøm, LUMO is grounded in a common desire to pursue what they believe in: Thinking outside the box and making room for the oblique incidence, experimental construction and the architectural solutions that surprise and staging undiscovered potential. LUMO Arkitekter strives for architectural edge that occurs in the dialogue between the Nordic architectural tradition and the global contemporary.
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